
Wisdom, Kindness, and Resilience     To develop children to be individuals with an international outlook, solid academic abilities and humanity. 
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United in Spirit Beneath the Early Spring Sky 
 

Under the azure vault of the southern hemisphere, the Johannesburg Japanese 
School held its 48th annual Sports Day on the 6 September 2025. Breathing 
in the refreshing breeze of the early spring, our 27 learners were divided 
into red and white teams and gave their all in each event. It was a 
heartwarming day filled with spirit of unity —a hallmark of our small 
school—and a sense of connection that transcends national boarders. 
Sports Day at a Japanese school out of Japan carries a unique atmosphere, 

distinct from those held in Japan. For children living 
abroad, such physical events offer a valuable 
opportunity to experience Japanese culture and tradition firsthand. Working together 
toward a shared goal fosters cooperation, and through friendly competition, learners 
cultivate empathy and lasting friendships—lessons that leave a deep impression on their 
hearts. 
This year, we were also joined by many children from local schools, and the event was 
made even more special thanks to the support and encouragement of parents, members of 
the Japanese community, and representatives from Embassy of Japan. These connections 

are a defining feature of overseas schools, and through Sports Day, our ties with the broader community 
grew stronger. For the children, it was a moment to feel proud and reassured, knowing they are surrounded 
by people who care deeply about them. 
As previously announced, the Johannesburg Japanese School will celebrate its 60th anniversary next year. 
This year’s Sports Day marked an important step toward that milestone. Moving 
forward, we remain committed to nurturing our learners’ smiles and 
challenging spirit, and to providing an education that allows them to 
experience the “Japanese learning” wherever they are in the world. 
Finally, we would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to all our 
distinguished guests who attended despite their busy schedules, including 
Minister-Counselor Mr. Naito and his family, Consul Mr. Ikeda, Mr. Tsushima, 
the President of the Japanese Association, Mr. Tanaka, the Chairperson of the 
School Steering Committee, and Mrs. Yamada, the PTA President. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     A school f i l led with smi l e and happiness 
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Aim for the Southern Cross! 

Focused before the match! Marching in with pride and spirit! 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stand tall in formation! 

Match against adults! Who won? 

A tug-of-war against the adults too! 

Formed up and fired up — here we go! 

Red vs White! Adults join in too! 

Match done, photo time — smiles all around! 

This year’s sports day 

was a blast! Next year, 

we celebrate 60 years 

— look forward to it! 


