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Today I am happy to be back at the Orlando Children’s Home together with
students from Japanese School of Johannesburg. Orlando Children’s Home
and Japanese School have been interacting for many years for cultural
exchange and mutual learning. They are your dearest friends and partners
from Japan.

I am here today with my wife Harumi, she has been here many times with me
and my family. She used to be a teacher at Japanese School of Johannesbursg.

I brought my close friends of mine, Fukawa family from Perth,
Australia. Mr Fukawa is chairman of Japanese Association with Perth, and
Head of Marubeni Cooperation in Perth.

Later we have Bernardo from Judo for Peace who is planning to share fun of
Judo here in the near future.

[ am also with Ms Marion Smith, a freelance journalist who is keen to cover
the event in the Mail & Guardian.

[ am glad that this exchange event is continuing for 30 years. Many Japanese
visited Orlando Children’s Home, artists such as Katsuhiko Hibino, Tokiko

Kato, KEIDANREN. even Prime Minister Koizumi.

I hope you all have fun through exchange activities with your friends. Please



also tell about your culture and community. Your friends from Japan are keen
to learn. You are cultural ambassador of South Africa today.
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